
Land Acknowledgement 

Every community owes its existence and vitality to generations from around the world who 
contributed their hopes, dreams, and energy to making the history that led to this moment. 
Some were brought here against their will, some were drawn to leave their distant homes in 
hope of a better life, and some have lived on this land for more generations than can be 
counted. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and connection 
across all barriers of heritage and difference. 

We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We are 
standing on the ancestral lands of the Dakota people. We want to acknowledge the Dakota, 
the Ojibwe, the Ho Chunk, and the other nations of people who also called this place home. 
We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the 
treaties made by the Tribal nations that entitle non-Native people to live and work on 
traditional Native lands. Consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and 
settlement that bring us together here today. Please join us in uncovering such truths at any 
and all public events.* 

*This is the acknowledgment given in the USDAC Honor Native Land Guide – edited to reflect this space by Shannon Geshick, 
MTAG, Executive Director Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
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MN Current COVID-19 Environment - Cases
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• Overall, the rate of new cases remained stable: Low/med
• CDC’s case rate decreased (59 vs. 85 last week).
• MDH case rate decreased slightly to 85 per 100,000 (90 

per 100,000 last week).
• CDC statewide community level is low: Green

Summary statement:

CDC Community Levels (11/3)Cases Over Time (7-Day Moving Average), (11/8)
Indicator Statewide

CDC data
Statewide
MDH Data

New COVID-19 
Cases

59↓ 86↔

New COVID-19 
admissions 8.3↓ 7.4↓

Percent of staffed 
beds COVID-19 
patients

5%↔ 5.3%↔



MN Current COVID-19 Environment -
Hospitalization
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• New COVID admits to hospital decreased to 7.4per 100,000 from 
7.5 per 100,000 last week. We will continue to monitor: Green

• New COVID admits to the ICU remained stable at 1.0 per 100,000. 
: Yellow

• Total number of patients admitted who are testing positive for 
COVID has remained relatively stable over the past week, with 
minor fluctuations.

Summary statement:

CDC: 
% Staffed inpatient beds occupied COVID-19 patients (11/7)

CDC: 
New COVID-19 admissions per 100,000 population (11/7)

Hospital and ICU beds in use, currently hospitalized (11/7)
11/7 11/6 11/5 11/4 11/3 11/2 11/1

ICU COVID 56 58 57 54 58 55 51

Non-ICU 

COVID

418 410 423 417 423 407 432

Total COVID 474 468 480 471 481 462 483

All Staffed 

Beds

8,992 8,968 9,076 9,221 9,215 9,175 9,033

Overall 

Hospital 

Occupancy  %

83.6% 83.6% 84.3% 85.0% 85.3% 85.4% 85.3%



Wastewater Indicators
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UMN Med School Wastewater statewide analysis (11/5) Met Council Metro Wastewater by variant (11/4)

Summary Statement:Met Council Metro Wastewater (11/4)
• UMN statewide data remained stable this week.
• Met Council data total viral load decreased 18% compared to last week, 

making it about the same as it was in mid-September. The upward trend of 
the past two weeks has reversed.

• BA.2.X sub-lineages have now increased to 5%, higher than BA.4.X strains 
(4%).  BA.5.X sub-lineages are now at 92% of the total viral RNA.

• When tracking the N460K mutation (found in BA.2.75.X, BQ.1.X and XBB.X), 
they are above 5% for the first time and doubling about every 13-15 days.



MN Equity Metrics
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COVID-19 Age Adjusted Hospitalization Rate by Race/Ethnicity
Last 3 months  (11/06)

Summary Statement:
• All racial/ethnic groups have had relatively stable hospitalization rates over the past 

month. American Indian, Black/African American and Hispanic populations all showed an 

increase in rates over the past couple weeks.

• Overall, disparities persist, with American Indian and Black/African American populations 

consistently having higher rates of hospitalization compared to other groups.

Rates (Week Beginning 10/9/2022):
American Indian: 9.7
Asian/Pacific Islander: 6.0
Black/African American: 11.1 
Hispanic: 7.8
White: 6.5

Last 12 months  (11/06)

*Note: Rates are smoothed using a 4-week moving average to reduce noise due to small population sizes



COVID-19 Mayo Model
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Mayo Forecast In Midwest 14 days out

• Mayo is still predicting case rates at the lowest level for MN (this has been the same forecast for the past several weeks).

Summary statement:
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COVID-19 MDH Syndromic Surveillance
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ED and inpatient visits (11/5):

• Emergency room visits with a COVID 
diagnosis increased slightly from 1.8 to 
1.9%.

• Inpatient visits with a COVID diagnosis 
decreased slightly from 2.8 to 2.5%.

• ED visits with an influenza like illness (ILI 
increased from 0.5% to 1.0% (increased 
to 2.4% in the lag). Inpatient visits also 
increased from 0.1 to 0.3%. 

• The Metro and SW regions had the 
highest increases with an ILI diagnosis 
over the past 2 weeks at 3.3% (Metro) 
and 2.2% (SW) during the lag.

• Overall COVID assessment: Low

Summary statement
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US Current COVID-19 Environment 
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• National data continued to show a slight uptick in overall cases.
• Hospitalizations decreased slightly by 2.3%.
• BQ.1 increased slightly to 16.5% (kelly green, 14% last week). 

BQ1.1 increased to 18.8% (dark green, 13.1% last week). 
• BF.7 increased slightly to 9% (tan, 7.5% last week). BA2.75.2 

remained stable at 1.3% (maroon) and BA.2.75 increased slightly 
to 2.3% (red). 

• Pfizer Bivalent booster shown to produce neutralizing antibodies 
four-fold higher than the original monovalent booster—and is 
effective against emerging Omicron subvariants.

Summary statement:

CDC Community Levels (11/3)US cases per 100,000 (11/2)

National Variant Data (11/4)



Global COVID trends and other topics of note (11/6) 

• The U.S. and Canada have remained stable.
• Europe’s steady decline in cases has plateaued.
• Pooled European case rate in the 65+ age group decreased by 

13% compared to last week.
• European hospital metrics remained stable compared to the 

past week, although seven of 24 countries did report an 
increase in at least one hospital indicator.

Notable Global Trends:

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html

Other items to watch:
• Europe reporting 11.3% of sequenced samples are BQ.1.
• Cumulative uptake of the second booster was 9.2% in Europe.
• Singapore continuing to show a steady decrease in cases since their 

peak in mid-October. Throughout the fall mini-surge, deaths remained 
very low (less than 3 per day on average) and most reported cases had 
no or mild symptoms. 

• XBB is increasing in India, has a global presence of 1.3% and has been 
detected in 35 countries. Symptoms appear mild—no evidence of 
severe disease. 9
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Thank you!
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