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Health Care Coalitions Weekly Update: June 17, 2022

This Week’s Top Four to Look For

• Tired of submitting bed data manually? There’s a better way!

• Chemical Response Planning – Rail Incidents

• Training: Drug shortages – preventing and mitigating

• Extreme heat resource

mailto:cwchealthcarecoalitions@centracare.com
https://bit.ly/3x42naD


News to Know

$18.8M Donation Yields 8,300 AEDs for Minnesota First Responders
See the KSTP story here.

Preparing for Extreme Heat
We expect to experience a rare level of extreme heat in the coming days. Here are some tips to help prevent 

succumbing to it. https://www.ready.gov/heat

Mental Health Support

Here’s this week’s Monday Morning Medicine Article | Strengthen Your Brain More!

Click here to sign up for Statewide Behavioral Wellness Group resources

https://bit.ly/3b2jIt2
https://www.ready.gov/heat
https://bit.ly/39vOIl0
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZNM928P


Tips and Tricks

Automated Reporting to MNTrac

Does the task of submitting bed data daily prevent you from finding joy in your life? Do you wish there was an easier 

way? Something that could occur “automagically”, even on weekends?

GREAT NEWS! It can be done.

Reporting can be automated by setting up an API (Application Programming Interface) between your data system and 

MNTrac.

API interfaces aren’t just easier. They also help reduce the risk for errors. They are secure, compliant, and don’t 

require any additional investment. 

Contact MDH’s data team at health.hpp@health.state.mn.us to make the magic happen.

mailto:health.hpp@health.state.mn.us


Relevant Research – Chemical Response Planning

Understanding Railway Infrastructure to plan for Chemical Responses

More than 4,200 miles of rail run through Minnesota, and they transport several million tons of various chemicals through and around 

the state each year. Railways operate in 84 of Minnesota’s 87 counties (Fillmore, Murray and Mille Lacs are the exceptions).

Chemicals carried come in solid, liquid and gaseous phases. They include fertilizers, ethanol, crude oil, chlorine, acids, anhydrous 

ammonia, and others. Many of these chemicals can corrode, cause burns and explosions, and for our purposes, a variety of 

exposure-related maladies, which can affect many (several to thousands) people quickly, should an incident occur.

While a rail disaster is only one potential cause of a chemical incident, all of us have railways within 40 miles of our communities. 

Most of us have one within 20 miles and some of us are within walking distance. We may need to respond to an incident by 

sheltering, evacuating, or treating victims.

The resources below can help you better prepare for chemical response by providing information related to rail as a potential cause.

Information about Minnesota’s railroads (including railroad contact information)

AskRail app – Allows emergency responders to see if a rail car has hazardous materials

1993 Story | Toxic cloud shuts down Calif. city 2,900 people rush to hospitals

2004 Story | 2 dead, 50 hospitalized after chlorine leak from train derailment

Emergency officials, hospital train for chemical spill

https://www.aar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/AAR-Chemicals-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/ofrw/maps/MNRailMap.pdf
https://bit.ly/3xVZZ7j
https://bit.ly/3xzVspM
https://bit.ly/3O1vCCi
https://bit.ly/3tGcqBU
https://bit.ly/3xTSazc


Training Opportunities

FDA Drug Topics: Drug Shortages: Root Causes and Potential Solutions

Noon- 1:15 p.m. Tuesday, June 28

Drug shortages can have serious effects on patients who may experience treatment delays, receive alternative 

treatments that are not as effective or well-tolerated, or forgo treatment. These outcomes can prolong patient 

suffering, contribute to disease progression, and result in other adverse health outcomes that reduce patient 

well-being and increase morbidity. Mitigating and preventing drug shortages is a priority for FDA. This webinar 

will provide a general overview of CDER’s Drug Shortage program, current shortage issues and challenges.

Webinar: Let’s Talk About Heat Challenge | U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

This program is intended to protect public health by raising awareness of health risks from extreme heat.

1-2 p.m. Wednesday, June 22

https://bit.ly/3tFdRR4
https://bit.ly/3tH5x3k


COVID-19 Update

Useful Links

Minnesota Situational Update

COVID-19 Testing

MDH COVID-19 Vaccine Page

Minnesota Vaccine Dashboard

Wellness Tool
Visit www.wellnessmn.org for tools and 
resources that support the individual, the 
team, and the organization for all responder 
levels to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Greater MN COVID-19 ICU Hospitalizations are down (from 19 to 

13), and overall state hospitalizations are level at 34.

https://bit.ly/3N8S0JB
https://bit.ly/3GIafCV
https://bit.ly/3aArAC1
https://bit.ly/3Negf96
http://www.wellnessmn.org/


Stay cool.


