19.1.14.14  Severe Weather Policy & Procedure

Purpose:  The purpose of a Severe Weather Policy and Procedures is to educate and inform staff of weather conditions that warrant their attention.

It is the facility’s responsibility to keep the residents and staff safe at all times. If severe weather strikes, precautions need to be taken to ensure their safety.

Definitions:  Watch -- Means that conditions are favorable for a thunderstorm or tornado to develop.
Warning -- Means that a thunderstorm or tornado has been sighted. If a siren sounds, stay inside and take cover.

Procedure:
1. Account for all residents and staff. Make sure everyone is inside. 

2. Close all windows and pull all curtains. 

3. Keep all residents away from windows. 

If there is a tornado warning, further precautions need to be taken:

4. Gather residents in hallways behind fire doors, or in the bathroom. If residents are in bed, pull the beds into the hallway. If this is not possible, make sure all curtains in room are pulled, including cubicle curtains. 

· Cover the resident with extra blankets and pillows, especially near the head. 

5. Gather flash lights and radio. Be sure to listen to weather reports for updates. Do not leave the area until the storm has passed and the warning has lifted. 

6. Stay calm and provide reassurance to the residents. Keep them as comfortable as possible. 

Assigned Responsibilities

Receptionist/Charge Nurse: 

· Announce: "Attention all staff, we are now in a severe weather/ tornado warning, begin severe weather procedures at once." 

· If phone does not work, send runners to all areas. 

Receptionist: 

· Repeat announcement. 

· Stay at the desk as long as is safe to supervise the front door. 

· Send people to the assembly area and close fire doors in the area. 

All Staff: 

· See also specific department, if listed. If on the nursing floor, help move residents to assembly area. Reassure and comfort residents. 

· Advise visitors and residents not to leave the building. 

Nursing Staff: 

· Move residents to assembly area. Reassure and make residents comfortable. 

· Account for all residents. 

